
Primary School

Located in Sheldon, Birmingham, Stanville Primary School is a mixed community school with 220
pupils. Andy Runacres, Deputy Head and ICT Coordinator, tells us about his vision for e-safety and
how it is being implemented at Stanville. 

The e-safety Challenge
From humble beginnings 9 years ago, Andy and his team have 
gradually expanded the level of ICT at the school with limited 
funding. There are now 40 PCs with several dedicated computer
suites, giving a pupil:PC ratio of 1:5. Andy installed Ranger Primary
six years ago in order to increase security and automate systems and
has installed Ranger Guardian to help manage e-safety.

The school fir st made use of the Local Authority provided fir ewall
and implemented an AUP (Acceptable Use Policy). An e-safety audit
conducted by the LA deemed the school to be at an acceptable level,
but Andy felt that they could, and should, do more. Andy explains: 

“E- safety was becoming a bigger issue in general and there were
still  possibilities  of breaches occurring. We wanted to take a 
more proactive approach. At the end of the day, the children 
are in our care so we need to do all we can to protect them 
and to reassure parents. ”

Initiall y, the school considered a software solution provided by their
LA, which detected untoward activity  and recorded evidence on a
remote server that serviced a number of other schools. However,
Andy was concerned that this could leave the school open to
security breaches. With sensitiv e data leaving the school, there was
a fear that violations could be viewed by external parties and that
the school would effectively lose control over their own data.

Already familiar with the Ranger suite of software products,
Andy instinctively turned to Ranger for an e-safety solution.
He found that Ranger Guardian would provide the school with
the necessary tools to monitor all activity on the network,
whilst giving the school total control and visibility of their
data. In particular, Andy highlights the following benefits:

The Solution

Onsite, tamperproof, server – Ranger Guardian comes
complete with a stand alone server, so the school retains
total control and data never leaves the site.

Screenshot evidence – Ranger Guardian not only records the
violation, but also allows Andy to see the exact context in
which it has occurred. 

Cost effective – Andy has found the ongoing costs to be
minimal: “The benefits far outweigh the costs. The hardware
costs are easily justified because the onsite server gives us
total control and the ongoing maintenance costs are 
negligible. Overall, my payments to Sentinel are less than I
would be paying elsewhere.”

Total content coverage – Ranger Guardian monitors the
entire network, not just emails or web access, so Stanville
can provide a broad level of pastoral care and security.

“Ranger Guardian covers everyth ing – anything typed in any
application, whether it ’s saved or unsaved, whether it ’s on
the internet or not.  For us that ’s crucial.”

Although there have been no instances of cyber bullying, 
the school now has measures in place to safeguard pupils 
and prevent it from happening in futur e - increasing 
confidence and reasurring for everybody concerned – staff ,
parents and pupils.

Stanville

Ranger products used by 
Stanville Primary:

- Ranger Primary
- Ranger Guardian
- Ranger Remote Control
- Ranger Solo


